
THE ANIMAL WELFARE,  ETHICS,  AND PUBLIC POLICY PROGRAM  
NC STATE COLLEGE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE PRESENTS 

VETERINARY FORENSICS:  
The Role of Veterinarians in  
Addressing Animal Abuse 

Dr. Melinda D. Merck is Senior Director of Veterinary Forensics for the 

ASPCA and a consultant for the Fulton County District Attorney's Office 

in Atlanta. She is the author of Veterinary Forensics: Animal Cruelty 

Investigations and the coauthor of Forensic Investigation of Animal 

Cruelty: A Guide for Veterinarians and Law Enforcement. 
 

Dr. Merck has been studying and 

investigating animal cruelty cases 

since graduating with her veterinary 

degree from Michigan State 

University in 1988. In addition to 

conducting veterinary forensic 

examinations in Georgia, she helps train veterinary and law 

enforcement professionals on using veterinary medicine in 

investigating and prosecuting animal cruelty cases. Dr. Merck 

currently lives in Atlanta, Ga., with an assortment of dogs and cats, 

many rescued from cruelty cases.  
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Wednesday  
November 5, 2008 

12:15 - 1:30 p.m. 
 

South Theater  
 

NC State College of  
Veterinary Medicine 

 
Individuals from outside  

the CVM community  
are asked to RSVP to 

cvm_awepp@ncsu.edu 

Melinda D. Merck, D.V.M. 
 

Senior Director 
Veterinary Forensics 

 

American Society for  
the Prevention of  

Cruelty to Animals 

Directions and Parking 
 

Driving directions to the 
CVM and a map showing  
the location of visitor 
parking is available at 
cvm.ncsu.edu/directions/.  

AWEPP 
 

For more information about 
the Animal Welfare, Ethics 
and Public Policy Program, 
visit cvm.ncsu.edu/awepp. 


