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· The objectives of this policy, and the LAR preventive medicine program, include:

· minimizing unwanted variation in rodent studies due to subclinical infection with known rodent pathogens; 

· satisfying PI needs for rodent housing, including maintaining a facility free of rodent pathogens for PIs who need it;

· minimizing costs and delays to the extent possible, consistent with a sound program of rodent preventive medicine. 
· Rodents may be housed in the Research Building Vivarium, F-section of Main Building, or occasionally in finger barn rooms. 
· Because the decision of where to house a particular colony or shipment involves both preventive medicine and space considerations, the decision will be made by the LAR Facility Manager in consultation with both the PI and LAR Assistant Director. 

· The Research Building Vivarium will continue to operate as a limited access facility, with PPE requirements for entry. 
· The exclusion list for mouse pathogens does NOT include Mouse Parvovirus (MPV), Mouse Norovirus (MNV) and Helicobacter spp. 

· PIs may request housing in Research Building Vivarium rooms with the above agents excluded, provided that: 

1) space is available

2) they acknowledge that their animals are at increased risk of becoming infected 

· Room order will be determined in consultation with the Assistant Director.
· Experimental infectious disease agents may be used in the Research Building Vivarium, subject to the above.
· Other policies for use of the Research Building Vivarium are unchanged (e.g., non-return of animals and microisolator husbandry).

· The Main Building will house “clean” mice, i.e., those believed to be free of known mouse infectious disease agents. 
· PIs are advised that studies requiring clean mice should be conducted in the Main Building. 

· There is not a facility entry requirement for PPE in the Main Building, but posted room PPE requirements must be followed. Failure to follow these requirements may result in loss of facility access, following consultation with the Department Head and Associate Dean for Research.
· Experimental infectious disease studies in clean mice should be conducted in the Main Building, and will be accommodated in the Main Building Isolation Hallway. 

· Room order will be determined in consultation with the Assistant Director.

· Rodents may not leave and return to the Main Building facility unless approved by the Assistant Director.

1) If procedures cannot be done in the facility, arrangements may be made for a “step-down” room to be used for the animals upon their return. Such rooms will be arranged on a space-available basis and will be lowered in room order.

· Because of the difficulty in assuring absence of MPV, housing in the Main Building will be limited to mice from approved vendor sources or those rederived.

· All incoming rodents will be quarantined according to existing policies.  
· Mice from approved vendors have been reliably pathogen-free, but a two-week quarantine provides additional assurance that animals are not harboring excluded agents. 

· In general, all clean mice from approved vendor sources will be quarantined in the Main Building, although may subsequently be moved to the Research Building Vivarium.

· Mice from institutional sources, or from vendors acknowledging MPV, MNV or Helicobacter spp., will be quarantined in the Research Building Vivarium quarantine room. 

1) Extended quarantine will normally be required to ensure that excluded agents are not present.
2) For more information, see http://www.cvm.ncsu.edu/lar/rodents_policy.html 

· PIs are discouraged from placing mice in both the Research Building Vivarium and Main Building, except as part of a rederivation plan. Such arrangements must be approved by the LAR Assistant Director.  

· In general, these arrangements will require that PI staff enter only one of the facilities and that LAR staff be responsible for maintenance of the colonies. 

· The LAR Facility Manager is responsible for ensuring that traffic patterns take account of personnel and equipment movement between facilities, as well as within each facility. 

· Rats are not subject to natural infection by MPV or MNV, but the above policies are relevant with respect to Helicobacter spp. 

