Laboratory Animal Resources

Veterinary Services Policies and Procedures

The Laboratory Animal Resources (LAR) Veterinary Care Program provides veterinary care for research and teaching animals housed in LAR. This includes preventive health care, routine health monitoring, daily clinical care, and 24-hour emergency service. The veterinary staff is available for consultation in a variety of research-specific areas to improve experimental outcome and to help ensure animal welfare throughout the course of the project.
LAR also contracts veterinary services on a fee-for-service basis. These include treatments during illness, post-operative monitoring, medication ordering, and other services not included in the per diem rate. The LAR Veterinary Services program differs from the LAR Technical Services program as it is specific to the veterinary medical needs of the animal. Technical Services cover breeding programs, animal delivery, drug administration for experimental purposes, blood collection, antibody production procedures, overnight food withholding, and euthanasia for research purposes.

Policies

1. The following are covered by per diems and do not incur an additional charge:


· Training of research staff in veterinary-related techniques.

· Euthanasia of individual animals for health/welfare.

· Routine diagnostics in cases of spontaneous animal disease or injury until a diagnosis and prognosis are reasonably established. 

2. PIs will be charged for the following: 

· Activities associated with follow-up of spontaneous illness or injury, i.e., the treatment plan and care after a diagnosis is established (following consultation with the PI). 

· Activities associated with follow-up of unexpected protocol-associated illness or injury (following consultation with the PI). 

· Planned veterinary services, including post-operative care and monitoring for experimental surgeries, pre-parturient care, etc. 

· Contact LAR Veterinary Services for post-procedural/post-operative monitoring requests when the surgery is performed in LAR facilities. 

· Contact CPL for post-procedural/post-operative monitoring requests when surgery is performed in the Central Procedures Laboratory (CPL). 

· Once the animal is returned to LAR housing, CPL will coordinate with LAR Veterinary Services to determine if CPL should continue the service or if LAR Veterinary Services should take over, depending upon the complexity of the case or the clinical skill level needed to care for and monitor the animal.

3. The PI is responsible for all protocol-related treatments and animal monitoring, including postoperative care, unless arrangements are made with LAR Veterinary Services or CPL.

4. The hourly LAR Veterinary Service charge is the same as the LAR Technical Services charge, which is posted on the LAR per diem rate schedule. This rate applies to regular work hours (7:30 am-5pm), while after-hours, weekends and holiday assistance will be charged at one-and-one half this rate. Charges will be based on actual time spent to the nearest 15 minutes. There will be no charge for incidental veterinary assistance, which means service time spent less than 15 minutes on an occasional basis.

5. Supplies and drugs associated with providing contracted Veterinary Services will be charged using the Central Procedures Lab cost schedule. PPE worn for additional trips into the animal room will be an additional charge.

6. Although the goal of LAR is to provide complete veterinary assistance as requested, logistics may prevent such support for some projects. Advanced notice is always helpful and appreciated, preferably a full week before planned activities. 

7. Prior consultation with LAR veterinary staff is urged during the planning of all experimental surgeries and peri-procedural care. 

Procedures for requesting LAR Veterinary Services:

1. LAR veterinary staff should be consulted directly, prior to submitting a form, for service requests that are new, late, or involve long-term or otherwise extensive support.
2. Requests should be made on the LAR Veterinary Service Request form found on the LAR website (http://www.cvm.ncsu.edu/lar/forms.htm).   

3. Requests are to be sent electronically to larvetservice@lists.ncsu.edu.

4. The PI will receive a response indicating receipt of the request.

5. Research personnel with urgent requests should contact the LAR office at 513-6482 to be connected with an available veterinary staff member.
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